BYLAWS – PHI CHAPTER, ALPHA PHI OMEGA

AUTHORITY OF BYLAWS


The Chapter Bylaws shall be subject to the rules and regulations of Syracuse University, the State University of New York College of Environmental Science and Forestry, the National Articles of Incorporation, the National Bylaws and the National Constitution. The rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order shall govern the Chapter in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with these Bylaws, the rules and regulations of Syracuse University, the State University of New York College of Environmental Science and Forestry, the National Articles of Incorporation, the National Bylaws and the National Constitution or any other special rules of order this Chapter may adopt.


ARTICLE I – NAME

The name of the organization shall be the PHI Chapter of ALPHA PHI OMEGA.


ARTICLE II – PURPOSE

This Chapter shall be conducted as a service Fraternity under the policies, principles and provisions set forth by the National Articles of Incorporation, National Bylaws and the Chapter Articles of Association, consisting of the Chapter Bylaws and Standing Rules.


ARTICLE III – AMENDMENTS

The Active Brotherhood of this Chapter shall have sole power to amend these Chapter Bylaws. A two-thirds majority of the Active Brotherhood is required to amend these Bylaws. The Sergeant-At-Arms shall verify that all amendments to the Bylaws are adequately publicized to the Active Brotherhood at least one week before the meeting at which the amendments will be voted on. All motions pertaining to the Standing Rules and Bylaws must be submitted in writing to the Sergeant-At-Arms while the universities are in session and at least 7 days before the presentation of the motion. The Sergeant-At-Arms will present the motion on behalf of the sponsoring Brother and will present a copy of the motion to the Recording Secretary. The Sergeant-At-Arms shall also ensure that all passed motions are included in the revised bylaws.



ARTICLE IV – AUTHORITY OF CHAPTER

This Chapter may adopt bylaws, rules or regulations that do not conflict with the National Articles of Incorporation, the National Bylaws, Chapter Articles of Association or the rules, regulations and policies of either Syracuse University or the State University of New York College of Environmental Science and Forestry.

The final authority over Chapter events is held by the Active Membership.


ARTICLE V – MEMBERSHIP

MEMBERSHIP ELIGIBILITY

Membership in PHI Chapter of ALPHA PHI OMEGA shall be open to students irrespective of age, creed, ethnic or national origin, gender, disability (as mandated by federal law), marital status, political or social affiliation, race, religion, sexual orientation, health issues, their course of study, other fraternal affiliations, etc. Active Membership, Associate Membership, Advisory Membership, Honorary Membership and Alumni Membership in this Chapter shall be granted upon the completion of requirements set forth for each type of membership in the Standing Rules of the PHI Chapter of ALPHA PHI OMEGA and after the applicant has fulfilled the Membership requirements prescribed by the National Fraternity and the Articles of Association of this Chapter.

PLEDGESHIP

Pledgeship in this Chapter shall be conferred upon students enrolled in either Syracuse University or State University of New York College of Environmental Science and Forestry who choose to participate in a period of preparation and training in the ideals and purposes of ALPHA PHI OMEGA. The Pledge Ritual shall be according to the official ritual of the National Fraternity. The Chapter shall determine the content and duration of the pledge period in accordance with the Standing Rules set forth by the Chapter, Articles of Incorporation, the National Bylaws and the operating policies of the National Fraternity.

INITIATION

All prospective Members meeting requirements for Active Membership in this Chapter shall be initiated according to the official ritual of the National Fraternity. All rituals shall only be shared with affiliated members and invited guests.

SUSPENSION

This Chapter shall have the authority to suspend Members for just cause after due deliberation. Upon the suspension of a Member, the Chapter may, at its discretion, petition the National Fraternity for a letter of suspension to be affixed to the individual's Membership records.


ARTICLE VI – OFFICERS AND OFFICER DUTIES

The PHI Chapter of ALPHA PHI OMEGA shall have the following officers; President, Vice President of Service, Vice President of Membership, Vice President of Pledging, Vice President of Rush, Treasurer, Public Relations Chair, Alumni Secretary, Vice President of Fellowship, Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, Service Secretary, Historian, Sergeant-At-Arms, ESF Relations Coordinator, and Webmaster. Each member shall adhere to the duties and obligations of their office which are set forth in the Chapter’s Standing Rules.


ARTICLE VII – ELECTION OF OFFICERS

ORDER OF OFFICES

The election of Officers shall normally proceed in the following order: President, Vice President of Service, Vice President of Membership, Vice President of Pledging, Vice President of Rush, Treasurer, Public Relations Chair, Alumni Secretary, Vice President of Fellowship, Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, Historian, Sergeant-At-Arms, ESF Relations Coordinator. (The first eight offices will be voted on during the next to final meeting of the semester. The remaining offices will be voted on during the final Chapter meeting of the semester.) 

LETTERS OF INTENT

Letters of intent to run for an office must be submitted to the Chapter President by the deadline set forth by the Chapter President. These letters will create the initial slate of candidates for each respective office.

NOMINATIONS

The floor will be opened for the nomination of additional candidates prior to the election of each office. Nominees off the floor will have the ability to accept or decline their nomination after a seconding motion is made.  

STATEMENTS

Each candidate shall be given five minutes to speak and answer questions from the floor. During this phase, all candidates for the office being voted on — except the speaker — will be dismissed from the room. If extra time is needed, a motion must be made to extend questioning. A maximum of five minutes shall be allowed for additional questioning.

PRO/CON DEBATE

After each candidate’s statement, the floor will be opened for a pro/con debate. All candidates for the office being considered will leave the room at this time. Up to six comments may be heard. Comments made during this period are not to be repeated to anyone outside the room. If additional debate is necessary, a motion must be made to extend deliberation. The president shall have the executive power to end the pro/con debate if he/she feels the extended debate has been exhausted, is redundant, or irrelevant.

VOTING

Voting on an office shall commence after all the candidates have been heard. The candidates will return to the meeting room. All voting shall be handled by secret ballot unless a candidate is running unopposed. In this case, the President may entertain a motion to vote by acclamation.

Quorum for an election requires the presence of two-thirds of the Active Brotherhood. From these two-thirds, a candidate must win a simple majority of the vote. If no candidate receives a simple majority, a runoff election will be held between the two candidates receiving the most votes.

RUNOFF ELECTIONS

In the case of a runoff election, the candidates shall be given three minutes to speak and answer questions. This stage shall otherwise follow the guidelines set forth in this Article.

Following the speeches, the floor will be opened for up to three comments. This stage shall otherwise follow the guidelines set forth in this Article.

Voting in the runoff election shall follow the procedure set forth in section six of this article.


ARTICLE VIII –FORCED RESIGNATION

CIRCUMSTANCES FOR RESIGNATION AND IMPEACHMENT

An Officer must resign if he or she fails to meet the following requirements at any point during the semester.

I. Remain enrolled and in good academic standing at Syracuse University or the State University of New York College of Environmental Science and Forestry.

II. Be Active members of the Fraternity during their time in office. If an Officer becomes Inactive due to attendance, he or she may petition the Brotherhood to become Active no later than two weeks following the meeting which causes him or her to go Inactive. If this status is not granted — or if the Officer chooses not to petition for this status — he or she must resign.

III. Fulfill the requirements of their Office set forth in the Chapter Standing Rules. If the Officer fails to meet their required duties, any Active Brother can make a motion at a Chapter meeting to force a resignation of the said Officer. The Brother who makes the motion must present a clear and legitimate case against the Officer in question. A discussion can continue following the motion but it must adhere to the procedure set forth by Robert’s Rules. There will be a one-week period between the motion to remove an officer and the vote to do so. The motion must pass by a two-thirds majority.

IMPEACHMENT

If an Officer fails to resign according to the above regulation a motion can be made to impeach the said Officer. Any Active Brother can make a motion to impeach the said Officer. A discussion can continue following the motion but it must adhere to the procedure set forth by Robert’s Rules. There will be a one-week period between the motion to remove an officer and the vote to do so. The motion must pass by a two-thirds majority.


ARTICLE IX – FILLING A VACANT OFFICE

If an Officer seat becomes vacant, the Chapter will be made aware of the vacant position at the next Chapter meeting. At the following Chapter meeting, an election will occur to fill the empty seat. The election will adhere to the election policy set forth in the Standing Rules.


ARTICLE X – DUES
Dues for Brothers of Phi Chapter shall be $45.00 per semester.

ARTICLE XI – HAZING

There shall be no hazing or informal initiation in connection with the functions of PHI Chapter. Any mistreatment of pledges, members, or others at any time, or any violations of the anti-hazing policies of Syracuse University or the State University of New York College of Environmental Science and Forestry, shall be considered a violation of the purpose of this Chapter and the National Fraternity.










Ratified by the Chapter on September 24, 2006
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